
2026 PROGRAM 
Day 1: Tuesday, September 15th, 2026 
8:00am Registration open 
8:30am Welcome and Acknowledgement of Country 
 Session 1: The John Hopper Oration 
9:00am Prof Graham Colditz, Washington University, USA 
 Session 2: The Foundations of Breast Cancer Risk Management 

Chair: Gerda Evans, Consumer Representative, BRiM 2026 Organising Committee 
9:30am Consumer partnership to accelerate research into health policy and care 

Krysty Sullivan & Sandy Minck, Australian Breast Density Consumer Advisory Council 
9:45am Defining Risk and Improving Breast Cancer Risk Communication 

Jennifer Stone, University of Western Australia 
10:00am Aligning 5-Year and Lifetime Breast Cancer Risk 

Joy Jiang, Washington University, USA 
10:15am Towards a risk-stratified future: a review of personalised approaches to breast screening in 

Australia 
Anna Withanage Dona, University of Melbourne 

 Pop Quiz (after each presentation) 
10:30am Morning Tea 
 Session 3: Breast cancer risk management in action  

Chair: Wendy Ingman, Adelaide University, BRiM 2026 Organising Committee 
11:00am Panel discussion regarding current practice of breast cancer risk management  

• Anne White (Consumer representative, Australian Breast Density Consumer 
Advisory Council, BRiM Scholarship Awardee) 

• Lucy Gilkes (General Practitioner, University of Western Australia) 
• Michelle Reintals (Radiologist, Clinical Director, BreastScreen South Australia) 
• Catherine Murray (Breast Physician, BreastScreen Western Australia) 
• Cindy Schultz-Ferguson (Consumer representative, MyBRISK)  

12:30pm Lunch 
1:00pm Afternoon networking opportunities (buses departing outside University Club) 



 Day 2: Wednesday, September 16th, 2026 
8:30am Registration open 
 Session 4: Managing Risks: Guidance for General Practitioners and Breast Specialists 

Chair: Jennifer Stone, University of Western Australia, BRiM 2026 Organising Committee  
9:00am Considerations for simplifying breast density and risk assessment in primary care 

Anna Withanage Dona, University of Melbourne 
9:10am Breast density notification: Process improvement from a Western Australian GP perspective 

Jacqueline Frayne & Lucy Gilkes, University of Western Australia 
9:25am Sustainability of mammographic density reduction in the long-term after six months of low 

dose tamoxifen treatment 
Mikael Eriksson, Karolinska Institute, Sweden 

9:40am Panel discussion 
• Anne Peek (Consumer representative, BRiM Scholarship Awardee) 
• Andy Redfern (Medical Oncologist, Harry Perkins Institute of Medical Research) 
• Paul Cohen (Gynaecologist, King Edward Memorial Hospital) 
• Anna Withanage Dona (Academic, University of Melbourne) 
• Jacqueline Frayne & Lucy Gilkes (GPs, University of Western Australia) 
• Mikael Eriksson (Academic, Karolinska Institute) 

10:30am Morning Tea 
 Session 5: Innovations in risk prediction 

Chair: Ralph Highnam, BRiM Scientific Advisory Committee 
11:00am Mammogram Image-Based Risk: A response biomarker for trials and risk management 

Graham Colditz, Washington University, USA 
11:15am AI-based BRAIx risk score for the intermediate term prediction of breast cancer: a 

population cohort study 
Helen Frazer, St Vincent’s Hospital, Melbourne 

11:30am Beyond Density: Physics-Based Mammographic Tissue Subtyping Is Longitudinally Stable, 
Discriminates Malignancy Risk, and Captures MIRAI False Negatives 
Andre Khalil, University of Maine, USA 

11:45am RoBiN: An acceptability and feasibility study of personalised screening within Australia’s 
national breast screening program 
Anna Withanage Dona, University of Melbourne 

12:00pm Co-designing PERSONA: Precision prEvention of bReaSt and OvariaN cAncer 
Olivia Braniff | Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre 

12:15pm A randomised controlled trial of polygenic-personalised risk assessment (PRiMo) in women 
undergoing predictive testing for breast cancer predisposition genes 
Paul James, Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre 

12:30pm Ask an Expert Q&A 
1:00pm Lunch 
 Session 6: Innovations in the biology of prevention 

Chair: Gretchen Gierach, National Cancer Institute, BRiM Scientific Advisory Committee 
2:00pm The Undiscovered Country: Prevention Potential for Links Between Mammographic Density 

and DNA Mutation in the Normal Breast 
Li-Lin Emilia Neo, University of Western Australia 

2:20pm Role of macrophages in early breast cancer initiation and therapies to delay tumour onset 
Kara Britt, Peter MacCullum Cancer Centre 

2:40pm Pregnancy induced tissue-resident memory T cells protect against breast cancer 
Kara Britt, Peter MacCullum Cancer Centre 

3:00pm Development of novel cellular methods to investigate the mechanisms of polygenic risk in 
breast cancer 
Ashleigh Monson, Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre 

3:20pm Pop Quiz  



3:30pm Afternoon Tea 
 Session 7: Cutting-edge 5-min Presentations 

Chair: Kara Britt, Peter MacCullum Cancer Centre, BRiM Organising Committee  
4:00 High Resolution Pathobiology of Focal Breast Density Brightness, a Risk-Associated 

Mammographic Density Feature 
Andrew Redfern, Harry Perkins Institute of Medical Research 

4:05 Longitudinal Mammographic Density Trajectories for Early Prediction of Interval 
Breast Cancer: A Multi-Round Analysis of the Lifepool Cohort 
Osamah Al-Qershi, University of Melbourne 

4:10 Developing a preclinical mouse model of obesity driven postmenopausal breast cancer 
Giorgia Pillari, Peter MacCullum Cancer Centre 

4:15 Modifiable Lifestyle Factors During Adolescence and Breast Cancer Risk in Adulthood 
Fatemeh Hosseini, Adelaide University 

4:20 A systematic review of fibroadenoma and subsequent breast cancer risk by 
comparison groups 
Zhoufeng Ye, University of Melbourne 

4:25 Advancing Support for People at Hereditary Cancer Risk: A Snapshot of the Inherited 
Cancers Australia Support Service 
Gabrielle Reid, Inherited Cancers Australia 

4:30-4:35 Silent Auction (voting stations on the way out) 
5:30 pm Bus to conference dinner leaves outside the University Club 
6:00pm Conference Dinner: The Cottesloe Beach Hotel 

The Sunsets Room 
104 Marine Parade, Cottesloe 

10:00pm Bus to University Club leaves outside the hotel 
 Day 3: Thursday, September 17th, 2026 
 Session 8: Risk management within underserved populations  

Chair: Anna Withanage Dona, University of Melbourne, BRiM Organising Committee 
9:00am Interventions to increase participation in population-based breast cancer screening: A 

systematic review 
Dorinda ‘t Hart, University of Western Australia 

9:15am Barriers and enablers to Chinese Australians’ participation in national cancer screening 
programs 
Jessica Tyler, University of Melbourne 

9:30am A narrative review of breast cancer screening in West Africa: A radiographer’s perspective 
Elizabeth Dzidzornu, University of Western Australia 

9:45am Investigating synergy between hormone replacement therapy and genomic variants in 
breast cancer risk 
Conor McGuinness, Peter MacCullum Cancer Centre 

10:00am “We trust that nobody is going to come to the mosque to lie to us” – Lessons from mosque-
based health promotion intervention on mammogram in Singapore  
Su-Ann Goh, National University of Singapore, Singapore 

10:15am Qualitative Study: If you could do just one thing… 
10:30am Morning Tea 
 Session 9: General Abstract Presentations  

Chair: Wendy Ingman, Adelaide University, BRiM 2026 Organising Committee 
11:00am Comparing mammographic breast density measurement methods to estimate density 

change in a randomized placebocontrolled study of 4-hydroxytamoxifen (4-OHT) topical 
gel in women with dense breasts 
Gretchen Gierach, National Cancer Institute, National Institutes of Health, USA 

11:20am Consistency of Breast Cancer Polygenic Risk Scores: A Comprehensive Evaluation of 
Publicly Available Models 
Di Mu, University of Melbourne 



11:40am Lifetime Endogenous Oestrogen Exposure, Genetic Susceptibility and Cancer Risks 
Xiaowen Liu, University of Melbourne 

12:00pm Cardiovascular Risk Screening During Mammography: High Acceptability and Potential 
Equity Gains 
Lauren Houston, University of New South Wales 

12:20pm Ask an Expert Q&A 
12:30pm Lunch 
 Session 10: Implementation challenges for breast cancer risk management 

Chair: Jennifer Stone, University of Western Australia, BRiM 2026 Organising Committee 
1:30pm Implementing breast density reporting 

Sally Doncovio, BreastScreen Victoria 
1:50pm System barriers to improving access to Prophylactic Mastectomy for people with inherited 

high risk of breast cancer (IHRBC): a national clinical and consumer advocacy approach 
Melanie Walker, Breast Cancer Network Australia 

2:10pm Implementation of risk stratified screening: Finding a way forward 
Jennifer Brooks, University of Toronto, Canada 

2:30pm Storytelling 
 Session 11: Awards and Reflection 
3:00pm Silent Auction Results 

Kara Britt, Peter MacCullum Cancer Centre, BRiM Organising Committee 
3:05pm Results of Qualitative Study: If you could do just one thing… 

Paola Borquez-Arce, University of Western Australia 
3:20-3:30 Reflections and Meeting Close  

Jennifer Stone, University of Western Australia, BRiM Organising Committee 
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